[image: ]
Request for Quotation: Research and Policy newsletter, provision of academic content
Deadline for Quotes: 	9th February 2026
Period of contract:		1st April 2026 – 31st March 2027
Budget: 			Up to £12,000 (inclusive of VAT and all expenses)

Project overview
This Request for Quotations is for the provision of academic content for 12 editions of Ageing Better’s monthly e-newsletter, in which we highlight the latest publications and research on ageing topics. 
You – the provider- could be an organisation or an individual with access to appropriate online academic literature databases (ideally Scopus).
 We require the provider to have information skills to retrieve publications from academic databases that meet our detailed criteria, and knowledge of at least some of the subject areas focused on by Ageing Better or identified as important for a good later life: Ageism, Work and Finances, Housing and Communities, Care and Support and Health and Wellbeing.  The work involves retrieving and shortlisting appropriate publications and writing accessible summaries of their content.
Note that while the newsletter also covers grey literature, provision of grey literature content for the newsletter is not included in this contract.
 
Purpose of the newsletter
The newsletter provides succinct and accessible summaries of the latest research, policy reports, publications and guidelines from academic and grey literature relevant to our ageing population in the areas of ageism, demographic change, work, personal finance, housing, communities, care and support and health and wellbeing and the ageing agenda more broadly. The newsletter has a wide readership and keeps our audiences apprised of developments in the field.  

Key Deliverables
We are seeking a research partner to work collaboratively with our research and analysis team to deliver academic content for 12 editions of our Research and Policy newsletter, to be delivered between April 2026 and March 2027 (see deliverables schedule below). This will include the following activities:
· Reviewing and refining search criteria for one or more academic databases to enable retrieval of a sufficient number of high-quality academic articles for our monthly newsletter
· Running the search monthly (for 12 editions to be published between May 2026 and April 2027) according to a defined timetable and shortlisting the results by relevance to provide a list of between four and six open access academic articles in each of five categories (Ageism and demographics, Work and Finances, Housing and Communities, Care and Support and Health and Wellbeing). This will include a database search and manual search of up to six gerontology journals
· Summarising each shortlisted publication, to include publication information and a short accessible summary (90 words maximum)
· Collating and sending  the summaries to Ageing Better by the agreed monthly deadlines
· Regularly communicating with Ageing Better to improve both the selection and description of content and the process for doing this.
· 
Schedule for delivery of academic summaries
	Edition
	Deadline for delivery of academic publication summaries (9am)

	May 2026
	05/05/2026 (Tuesday as 4th May is a bank holiday)

	June 2026
	01//06/2026

	July 2026
	29/06/2026

	August 2026
	03/08/2026

	September 2026
	01/09/2026  (Tuesday as 31st August is a Bank Holiday)

	October 2026
	28/09/2026

	November 2026
	02/11/2026

	December 2026
	30/11/2026

	January 2027
	04/01/2027

	February 2027
	01/02/2027

	March 2027
	01/03/2027

	April 2027
	30/03/2027 (Tuesday as 29th March is a Bank Holiday)


The Research and Policy newsletter is published on the first Thursday of each month (with exception of bank holidays and the January edition) and content must be supplied by 9am on the preceding Monday.
Submission Instructions
Please send your quotation to  evidence@ageing-better.org.uk by 12 noon Monday 9th February 2026. 
As part of this, we would like to see:
· Quote for work based on the deliverables above.
· Brief description of your experience in retrieving relevant papers from academic databases, and in writing accessible summaries, with examples (max 200 words).
· Brief description of how you would approach the task of retrieving and summarising relevant papers, including any planned use of AI (max 200 words).
· Confirmation that you will be able to deliver to a monthly schedule that requires a quick turnaround between initial searches and sending the summaries to Ageing Better (according to the schedule above).  For individuals quoting, this includes your contingency plans in case of sickness or holidays.
· Please complete the task below and return with your quote.
· Please also complete the declaration at the end of this document and return with your quote.

Task:

Please write summaries of the two articles linked below, using the summaries that follow as examples of the format and writing style we require:

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12062-025-09503-x

https://tidsskrift.dk/njwls/article/view/150077

(Maximum 90 words for abstract paragraph per article)

Examples:

Gendered adulthood trajectories and extended working lives across liberal regime countries. 

Cabib, I., et al Ageing & Society – October 2025. 

This article examines extended working lives among older adults in liberal regime countries including the US, Switzerland, England, and Chile. Based on harmonised life-history data from four national surveys covering employment, family, and caregiving trajectories, findings suggest work beyond pension age is shaped by earlier life patterns, including full-time, part-time, or unstable careers and caregiving history. Recommendations call for flexible, secure national policies that consider lifetime work and family histories and address gender inequalities. 

Read more 

-----------------------------------

Neighbourhood-built environment and cognitive or social health in older adults with mild cognitive impairment or dementia: an umbrella review. 

Altona, J., et al., BMC Geriatrics – November 2025.  

This review examines how the neighbourhood-built environment affects cognitive and social health in older adults with mild cognitive impairment or dementia. Based on a review of 10 reviews covering 364 primary studies, findings suggest features such as green spaces, walkable streets, and good transport infrastructure support cognitive functioning and social participation. Recommendations suggest designing dementia-friendly neighbourhoods that integrate both environmental features and lived experiences to promote autonomy and social wellbeing. 

Read more

Declaration (please return with quote)

I/We, having read and understood the Request for Quotation hereby offer to supply the Services in accordance with the Specification at the stated price, and that this offer remains valid for a period of ninety (90) days.

Duly authorised to submit Quotations for and on behalf of the Company:
Name: …………………………………………………………………………
Signature: …………………………………………………………………….
Date: …………………………………………………………………………..
Company: …………………………………………………………………….
Telephone: ……………………………………………………………………
E-mail: …………………………………………………………………………
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